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OUR MISSION 
The purpose of People and the Sea 
is to promote capacity building and 
community-based marine 
resources management as a way 
to alleviate poverty, increase the 
resilience of coastal communities 
and raise awareness about marine 
conservation. 

We are dedicated to working 
alongside the local community of 
Malapascua towards a healthy and 
sustainable future, while identifying 
innovative ways to protect their 
marine environment and having a 
positive economic impact. 
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OVERVIEW 
Volume 2 of the ‘Pepsea Project Updates’ 
will aim to cover the news from the People 
and the Sea site on Malapascua.  

The summer months are wrapping up 
here in the Philippines, with the school 
year commencing in April and starting 
back up in June. During this break, we had 
the opportunity to teach and learn with 
the youth during our Eco-Hero summer 
camp, along with hosting the internship 
program with high school students.  

We coordinated, with the help of the 
Barangay of Logon, and MENRO of 
Daanbantyan, the largest island-wide 
clean-up to-date. More than 7 TONS of 
garbage were collected and properly 
segregated. 

 

info@peopleandthesea.org 

www.peopleandthesea.org 
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Staff Updates…   

 

 

 

9 volunteers in the past 2 months! For the purpose of maintaining the integrity of our science training, we never have any 
more than six diving volunteers at any one time. However, there is plenty to be done on land as well, and in April/May we 
have received 3 long term volunteers who are working on a variety of land projects.  

Starting in April, Yuna, who will be working on the Homestay Association, and Seb, who has taken charge in the garden, 
arrived and will be staying with us for 5 months. Monica arrived from Canada and departed in May with Leo, who was with 
us for 2 months. In May, Nadia arrived, completing her AOW dive training and then was joined by Veruschka, Guillaume, 
Sylvie, and Sylvaine. Thomas also arrived toward the end of the month and will be putting his accounting skills to use.  

 

Our Volunteers… 

Also joining our team in May is our new Lead Science Officer, Lee, hailing from Australia 
where his love of the ocean began as a kid. Lee has studied both zoology and ecology 
and has a background as a Senior Marine Environmental Consultant and Marine 
Biologist. He enjoys diving, underwater photography and writing in the occasional 
science article to engage the public with the scientific issues at hand. Give him a ‘hey 
mate’ if you see him around.  

Kelsey, our Expedition Coordinator, is the first of many new staff members that will be 
joining us in the coming months. She is from Wisconsin, US, but has been volunteering 
in the Philippines for several months before joining us. She has a lot to learn about 
the operations of an NGO, but is excited to be living on Malapascua and part of the 
PepSea team. Give her a high five if you see her biking around the island.  

Our wonderful Lead Science Officer of one year, Lucy, is headed to different 
waters. She has been a huge asset to the smooth running of our science 
programme and always provided a smile and laugh to our team. Thanks for all 
your hard work during your time at People and the Sea, and good luck on your 
next adventure.  

Carm, our Project Manager, is another staff member that we are so sad to see 
depart. She has done a tremendous amount of work to improve the content and 
delivery of all our programs: Education, Homestay Association, High School 
interns, Solid Waste Management Collectors/Educators, and that is just the peak 
of the iceberg for all that she has taken on. Thanks Carm, and good luck! 

 



April – May 2018 Pepsea Project Update 

 

   3 
 

The Science…  
 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 

Survey Progress 
The People and the Sea Coral Reef Survey Programme consists 
of a benthic assessment, an invertebrate & impacts belt, a fish 
belt survey and an evaluation of coral recruits. A lot of hard work 
and planning go in to the survey programme. 

Our volunteers spend a lot of time learning and studying the 
material to pass the tests to be successful surveyors in our 
program. 

This brief section doesn’t nearly encompass the countless hours 
of everyday spent on the surveys, so we would like (as always) 
to recognise the effort put in by both volunteers and staff for the 
essential part they have played in completing two full surveys at 
Tominjao 1 & 2 and Coral Garden North in the months of April 
and May. 

Coral Garden Crown of Thorns removal 
Known as voracious predators of hard coral, crown of thorns starfish, Acanthaster planci are still being seen in high 
numbers throughout Coral Garden. On Saturday, April 14th, a COT removal was conducted by People and the Sea 
with the help of foreign volunteers from around the island. After one hour of collection, we were able to remove 
247 COT and take biometric data (average weight = 231g, average diameter = 19cm).  

We hope to continue our efforts in stopping this outbreak by involving the Tourist Department and the Bantay 
Dagat. 
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The Community…  
 

 
  

High School Internship Program 

The high school interns have been a huge help to the raving 
accomplishment of the Eco-Hero Club. They were the ones who helped 
to organize and run all the activities, and the camp wouldn’t have been 
able to succeed without them.  

Aside from their help with the summer camp, they were always around 
– willing and ready – to help in whatever capacity. Some of their 
accomplishments include: daily mangrove monitoring in the nursery, 
running of the snorkelling with kids, assistance with all things solid 
waste, and the majority of the community projects. 

For the past 2 years, this program has been a huge success due to the 
hard work and drive of our interns to become leaders of the community 
in the field of environmental conservation. They have accomplished this 
and grown so much in order to help protect their home of Malapascua.  

Since their graduation of being a PepSea intern is completed, this is 
where they are off to next: Arianne, Jay and Lara are headed back to 
high school as the new school year commences. Syldred is starting 
university and Joewin is now a part of our staff as a waste educator. 
They will forever be a member of the PepSea family and we are grateful 
they have been with us for so long.  

We were able to bring them underwater for a Discover Scuba Diving 
(DSD) experience as a culmination of their internship, as a way for us to 
thank them for their work during the school year, but especially this 
summer! The interns are now all graduates of the program, but will 
continue to be part of the PepSea family and environmental 
ambassadors forever.  
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Elementary School Compost Homestay Program 

An ongoing story – In 2016 People and the Sea 
built a compost structure for the Elementary 
School. Due to lack of monitoring, the compost 
was filled with plastic over time and not taken 
care of properly.  

During the Zero Waste Month (January 2018) 
celebration, we helped the students and staff 
from the school to sift through the very full 
compost and segregate it from all the plastic. 
Now that it was cleaned and emptied and 
everybody was trained the compost was on track 
for success. 

Logon Elementary School and Parent Teacher 
Association partnered with us in April 2018 to 
build the new concrete structure, pictured above, 
which replaced the more short-term wooden 
structure that was built prior to this.  

In the end of May, it was painted by a few of our 
volunteers with help from the kids during Brigada 
Eskwela. This is a national event held just prior to 
the start of the new school year where all the kids 
and their families work together to prepare the 
facilities for the upcoming year.  

In our last newsletter, we were happy to 
congratulate the new businesses of Malapascua, 
all the members from our Homestay Association. 
Our stellar volunteer, Yuna, has been hard at 
work interviewing and gaining biographical data 
on our families and pictures of their homes. She 
has begun creation of a website so that 
everybody will have access to our new Inato 
Homestay Association! 

Help us spread the word!! If you have anybody 
looking for housing for a few months, have them 
check out our homestay association. They would 
be able to stay in their own bedroom in the house 
of a local family. The homes will have a kitchen 
and the families will possess lots knowledge of 
the island. All of our homestay families compost, 
segregate their waste properly, are aware of 
environmental practices etc.  

Pictured above is the annual homestay party 
where we cherished the simple pleasures of 
being together, eating, and of course enjoying 
the beautiful ocean in our backyard! 
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Eco-Hero Club Summer Camp 

We were able to reach 74 local kids over a period of three 
weeks during our Eco-Hero Club Summer Camp. This 
event was supported by Ocean Vida Beach and Dive 
Resort, Exotic Island Dive Resort, Hippocampus Beach 
Resort, Blanco Beach Resort, Cully Jazz Festival, Evolution 
Diving, Planet Positive Products, Kokay’s Maldito Dive 
Resort, Devocean Divers, Malapascua Sea Explorers, 
Tepanee Beach Resort, Thresher Shark Divers, Dayday 
Store, Malapascua Budget Inn and Barangay Logon. With 
the help of everybody, each kid was given a reusable bag 
and water bottle, camp t-shirt, snacks each day, a night 
camping, a trip snorkelling and a ton of knowledge. 

Some of the activities included in their week: teaching 
about segregation of waste and composting from Elvira 
Cuyos, gaining knowledge of our three marine ecosystems 
(mangroves, seagrass, coral) from Javier Del Campo, 
surveying the green practices of the businesses’ around 
the island with Carm Novilla, an amazing race to practice 
all their new knowledge and much more. 

The activities were thought out and carried through by 
Carm and the high school interns. None of this would have 
been possible without them or our sponsors! Thank you 
to all for this invaluable experience.   
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Limpyo Malapascua – Earth Day Clean-up 

The biggest Limpyo Malapascua clean-up, to date, took place on Thursday, 
April 26th 2018 throughout the island of Malapascua. 7.6 tons of garbage 
was collected and properly segregated by over 350 local and foreign 
people composed of members from the local community, staff from the 
resorts, volunteers, barangay officials, and other local organizations. This 
massive clean-up was a collaboration between People and the Sea, the 
MENRO office from the Municipality of Daanbantayan, and the Barangay of 
Logon. All played a pivotal role in making sure that this cleanup was the 
huge success that it was.  

Trash was collected from 15 sites that were targeted as trash hot-spots or 
illegal dumping sites. Signs were then placed at these illegal dumping sites, 
with the help from the Eco-Heroes Club, to promote awareness about the 
location of the collection sites. It allows a fresh start with the hopes that 
people will be more responsible about their waste removal in the future.  

The trash was segregated into four categories*: residual, hard plastics, 
other recyclables, and glass. A total of 7,620 kilos of trash were collected 
in 771 rice sacks. More than half of this (4,404 kilos) were residual trash 
(including a lot of single use plastic). In addition, 788 kilos of hard plastics, 
1893 kilos of glass, and 535 kilos of other recyclables were collected and 
can all be recycled on the mainland.  

LOOKING FORWARD 

Soon, the dump site on the mainland will be closed, which sparked a wave 
of urgency to take action by the people of Malapascua (locals and 
foreigners alike) and the local government. Hopefully we can work in 
partnership to help tackle the issue of solid waste management.  

*biodegradable materials are left to individuals 
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The Coming Month…  
 

 

 

 
 

 
Thank-you!  
  

Making Connections… Meeting the DENR and DOST 

The hard work that we have put in on the issues of solid 
waste management is starting to get more widely 
recognised.  

We were proud to be invited to a working committee 
meeting involving two government departments (the 
DENR and the DOST), Cebu’s top technological 
university (CTU), and a well renowned Filipino charity 
(Gawad Kalinga) to present our solid waste 
management initiatives and our composting 
programme.  

It was an opportunity to share our experiences so far, 
as well as learn from others and, most promisingly of 

That’s our BRIEF overview of the past 2 months. It seems to have flown by regardless of all that has been 
accomplished.  

We’d like to thank everyone for their continued support to our project. You are what makes everything that we do 
possible.  

Any questions, or you’d just like to say hello, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. Bye for now.  

 

Almost half way through 2018, and still a lot to accomplish! We have more long term volunteers/interns coming to 
work with us in the coming months: including an undergraduate student collecting data on the small mammals of 
Malapasuca/Carnaza and someone to work on permaculture with our current intern, Seb.  
 
Aside from that, there will be more Debris Free Clean-Ups (every Thursday at 4:30PM), more collection of Crown 
of Thorns (although this time with the help of the local tour guides), more surveys, and a new homestay website! 
See you next time! 

all, has resulted in agreement to develop a Memorandum of Agreement between all parties present to work more closely 
on common goals in the future.   


